FOURTH  LECTURE

THE   PROBLEM   OF   MONISM----METAPHYSICAL

CONCLUSIONS

THE concept of wholeness, as applied to Nature, has
been used by us hitherto in very close connexion
with the concept of becoming. Now it is possible to
show that this has been only provisionary, and that
the concept of wholeness is able to play a far more
important, and in fact the most important part, in a
rational theory of Nature.

In the theory of " becoming " we applied the
concept of wholeness to limited systems occurring
in Nature. The fact that such systems become
individual wholes instead of mere sums gave us
the concept of unifying causality. Now at length
the profound importance of the concept " a whole "
is to become evident and to justify our re-
mark at the beginning of the last lecture, that
logic begins as well as ends with the concept of
order.

Our possession of the concept of order in some
unexplained and mysterious way was the starting-
point of the theory of order. And now having
come to the end of that theory, we may ask in con-
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